[A case of Miller Fisher syndrome with pharyngeal palsy as an initial symptom].
We report herein a rare case of Miller Fisher syndrome with pharyngeal palsy as an initial symptom. A 68-year-old man admitted to our hospital with pharyngeal palsy two weeks after a respiratory infection. He subsequently developed ataxic gait, paresthesia in the upper limbs and ophthalmoplegia. Double-filtrated-plasmapheresis had been performed four times and all the symptoms subsided within two months. In the acute phase of the disease, the titers of anti-GQ1b and GT1a antibodies were elevated. The titer of anti-GT1a antibody was higher than that of anti-GQ1b antibody. Recently, the activity of serum anti-GT1a antibody has been supposed to be associated with pharyngeal palsy. In the present case, higher titer of anti-GT1a antibody compared with that of anti-GQ1b antibody could possibly cause pharyngeal palsy as an initial symptom of Miller Fisher syndrome.